ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
English subject is a foundation subject in all the Universities and Colleges in Tamil Nadu. English is taught in the first and second year as a subject along with soft skills as a paper.
English provided at college level is oriented towards academic and professional communication competence English is widely used in Tamil Nadu. Though Tamil is the native language, in the present scenario, English is being given much importance in all the strata of life. Presently, many families use English as first language in home domain. Second language acquisition and learning is gaining momentum in all the Educational Institutions.
Literature Review
Early studies showed that young age of exposure to the target language at a young age would relate to better performance on phonology and syntax (Birdsong & Molis By 2001) . Lennerberg (1967) observed that the acquisition of language fully succeeds at a normal path only if learners are exposed to the linguistic input (usually speech) before puberty. He thus proposed the survival of a critical period during which the human specific faculty of language would develop if it were generated by appropriate stimuli. Lenneberg (1967) claimed that language acquisition is related to 'Critical period effects'. Many researchers (Hyltenstam & Abrahamsson 2003; Long 1990; Pulvermuller & Schumann 1994) have focused that second language acquisition is not the effect of ages, but the result of biological maturation. The amount of exposure, motivation, attitude and the second language input may lead the learners to acquire second language in a nonbiological way (Birdsong 2004 (Birdsong , 2006 . Birdsong (2004) claimed that a physically determined critical period should check native like attainment in all learners who have passed a certain age. Chomsky (1981 Chomsky ( ,2000 proposed that there exists a universal grammar, constraining the possible form of human languages. A result of this proposal is that infants should acquire language by the means of a dedicated innate Language Acquisition Device (LAD).
Second language acquisition is a developing field, opening up many avenues to research how languages are Second language acquisition makes researchers to delve into the issues including the effects of age, mother tongue influence, language transfer and first language attrition. Chomsky (1965) determined that there were two proportions of language. One was language performance and another one was language competence.
Performance deals with a particular language by paying attention to what a person utters, and competence is a deep language knowledge that must be analyzed through careful thinking. Competence is applicable to any principle of language learning. Chomsky stated that children's language acquisition is determined innately. A child is born with a blue print of language rules called the Language Acquisition Device (LAD). Smith & Miller (1966) with their research further enhanced these studies by defining LAD as the ability to know the difference between a speech sound and other sounds, formation of words, phrases, or sentences into patterns to communicate with others. Cummins (1989) identified four basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing, but added that a learner could develop the cognitive competence of a language through reasoning and thinking. Cummins branded two acronyms: BICS (Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills) which is the ability to perform basic conversation in day to day interaction and CALP (Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency), which is the academic language rules used in schools. Cummins (1989) thought that a student could learn a second language better if he knows his first language and can easily transfer his ideas to the second language through the first language knowledge.
Later studies have also proved that the impact of socioeconomic status or the intellectual nourishment of the home, help students to develop their second language.
Age is considered to be an important factor in second Motivation and self-confidence are personality traits which would help students in acquiring a language successfully. They are helpful to develop oneself on the language acquiring process. Self-confidence is a powerful motivation process in acquiring a language especially a second language. The respondents were given enough motivation to come out with RESEARCH PAPERS their own willing risk taking abilities while acquiring the second language. The respondents were motivated for the purpose of acquiring the language which would help them to achieve the eventual competency. Motivation was very moderate among the college respondents. The researcher found that the motivational level was not static among the respondents and kept on changing over time according to the need of the respondents. The motivation is of two types: extrinsic and intrinsic motivations. Extrinsic motivation is goal achievement oriented. A learner learns a language in order to get a job, or to get a degree, this mode of motivation is extrinsic motivation.
The researcher found that motivation was not only the factor of acquiring a language but exposure to the language would make the learners to learn the language. 75% of the college respondents were entangled in this extrinsic motivational process. Intrinsic motivation is for the learners who learn the language for joy, satisfaction and sense of accomplishment
The 'poor' acquiring of English language was totally attributed to the lack of opportunity to use the language. The researcher found that successful respondents were motivated and enhanced their own acquisition consciously through activities both inside and outside the classroom.
Research Questions
The main objective of the research is to examine the reasons for second language acquisition at the college level. It tries to explore the various factors that are responsible for the acquisition of English. While exploring this objective, the study addresses the following questions:
1. Does exposure to English make students speak English well?
Is speaking English gaining momentum?
The study aims to provide information about English language acquisition by adults in Tamil Nadu.
Research Design
The research design has quantitative approach, as the data are in the form of questionnaires which served as a basis for further investigation and discussion. This kind of approach is appropriate for the study of language acquisition.
Research Participants
One hundred college respondents of II year B.A. Degree were selected from a women's institution from 
Data Collection Process
The analysis by quantitative methods can address questions related to how English is acquired by non-native speakers and in what ways English acquiring manifests itself in the specific context. English is widely used by every set of people; hence, any student respondent from any part of India is a possible respondent for this study.
Questionnaire Framework for College Students
College students were given a questionnaire that Respondents visit to the library was marked low and this shows their interest and appreciation for reading books.
Professors encouraged them to select, connect and explain information for a better understanding of English, but their lack of interest and negative attitude towards language. The study showed that the respondents acquired many new things while performing in group activities. Involvement of tasks in the teaching process had created a positive approach from the respondents.
Learners with high expectations of success could be involved to develop and acquire with interest and eagerness whereas learners with less expectation of success could not be involved and would give up more easily in the process of acquiring.
Findings from the Questionnaire
The functional praticising and inferencing help students to gain good exposure to the language for communication. influenced by media and they acquire English though in a tailor made structure pattern. There is a positive sign for the student to acquire English from entertainment domain.
The vast majority of the respondents felt that good English can be acquired only through a formal classroom environment and they also strongly believed that having a relaxed and friendly atmosphere in class would make them enhance their performance in learning English as a second language. In the acquisition of the various skills, the respondents felt that speaking was considered to be very important and the next one was writing, followed by listening and reading. Integrative development happens because of students' own interest and instrumental motivation develops the language skills for better career prosperity. The study has shown that for students who indulge in activities outside the college, the acquiring opportunities seemed significantly higher than others. Socializing creates more authentic and functional linguistic affordances.
Language acquisition experiences are realized in a social environment and in this environment there are linguistic sources, learner interests and needs which are determined for future action.
